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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 9

COME,  HOLY  SPIRIT
(Extracts from the Writings of Maria Valtorta)

Many times during His public life and after His Resurrection, Jesus reminded His apostles that the Holy Spirit would come to enlighten, advise and lead them and His future Church.  At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came as foretold, and has remained with the Church ever since - as the Inspiration of the Gospels, and as a source of Grace and Love for those prepared to receive Him.


The following passages are from the writings of Maria Valtorta, an Italian mystic and victim soul, who described visions she saw on the lives of Jesus and Mary, and wrote down dictations she received from Jesus, Mary, the Holy Spirit and others, during the 1940s.  Extracts have been taken from her best-known work: “The Poem of the Man-God”, and also from “The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943”, “The Book of Azariah” (Maria’s Guardian Angel), and “The End Times as Revealed to Maria Valtorta”.


[According to the decree of the Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith, AAS 58, 1186, approved by Pope Paul VI on October 14th 1966, it is permitted to publish, without a Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur, works relating to private revelations, prophecies and miracles etc., provided that they contain nothing which contravenes faith and morals.  This compilation, therefore, has credibility only as human testimony and is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The compiler wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the visions and dictations contained in these extracts.]

THE ANNUNCIATION

(Vol. 1, p. 81)


(Mary is alone in her room of the house in Nazareth, and is startled by the appearance of the Archangel Gabriel.  The Archangel says:)

« No. Do not fear. The Lord is with You! You are blessed amongst all women! »


But Mary continues to be afraid. Where has that extraordinary being come from? Is he a messenger of God or of the Deceiver?


« Do not fear, Mary! » repeats the Archangel. « I am Gabriel, the Angel of God. My Lord has sent me to You. Do not be afraid, because You have found grace in the eyes of God. And You will conceive and bear a Son and You will call Him “Jesus”: He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High (and such He will really be). And the Lord God will give Him the throne of His Ancestor David and He will rule over the House of Jacob for ever, and His reign will have no end. Understand, o Holy Virgin loved by God, Daughter blessed by Him, called to be the Mother of His Son, what Son You will generate »


« How can this come about, since I do not know man? Perhaps the Lord God will no longer accept the offer of His maidservant and does not want Me a Virgin for His love? »


« Not by deed of man You will be a mother, Mary. You are the Eternal Virgin, the Holy Virgin of God. The Holy Spirit will come upon You and the power of the Most High will cover You with its shadow. So the Child born of You will be called Holy and Son of God. Our Lord God can do everything. Elizabeth, the barren one, in her old age has conceived a son who will be the Prophet of Your Son, and will prepare His ways. The Lord has removed her disgrace and her memory will remain amongst peoples together with Your name, as the name of her creature will be joined to the name of Your Holy Son, and until the end of centuries you will be called blessed, because of the grace of the Lord which has come to You both and particularly to You, by means of Whom Grace has come to all peoples. Elizabeth is in her sixth month and her burden lifts her to joy, and will lift her even more when she hears of Your joy. Nothing is impossible to the Lord, Mary, full of Grace. What shall I tell my Lord? Let no thought whatsoever disturb You. He Will protect Your interests if You trust in Him. The world, Heaven, the Eternal Father are awaiting Your word! »


Mary crosses Her hands over Her breast and bowing down deeply, She says: « I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let what you have said be done to Me. »


The Angel shines out of joy. He kneels in adoration because he certainly sees the Spirit of God descend upon the Virgin bent down in assent, and he disappears without moving the curtain, but leaves it well drawn over the holy Mystery...

“A PERFECT FRIEND”
(Vol. 1, p. 164)


(Jesus talks of Simeon, the simple, old believer who prophesied to Mary when the Baby Jesus was presented in the Temple.  Simeon’s life was devoted to God, and his many virtues were habits practised over many years....)

« ... Simeon had such good will. He had not been spared troubles and trials in his life. But he had not lost his good will. Age and misfortunes had not impaired or shaken his faith in the Lord and in His promises, neither did his good will to be more and more worthy of God tire or falter. And God sent Him the ray of the Spirit to guide him to the Temple, that he might see the Light that had come to the world, before his eyes of a faithful servant, closed to the light of the sun, awaiting to be reopened to the Sun of God glowing in the Heavens, which I had reopened when I ascended after my Martyrdom.


“Prompted by the Holy Spirit” says the Gospel. Oh! If men only knew what a perfect Friend the Holy Spirit is! What Guide, what Teacher! If they only loved and invoked Him, this love of the Most Holy Trinity, this Light of Light, this Fire of Fire, this Intelligence, this Wisdom! How much more they would know of what is necessary to know!...  »

REBORN IN THE SPIRIT
(Notebooks 1943, p. 66-7)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


“Without the Father I would not have been. But without the Spirit I would not have come. For it was the Love of the Father that sent Me. And the more love is alive in a heart, the more We are present and active therein. Hence the need to possess Love in yourselves - that is, the Holy Spirit.


“I have said that ‘it is necessary to be reborn in the Spirit in order to be able to possess eternal life’. The birth of the flesh from other flesh does not distinguish you from the beasts except in this: you will be judged for not having wanted to be reborn in the Spirit. The beasts are not responsible for this. You are. You that believe in my Name, you that are regenerated by Baptism are. Why, then, are you not reborn in the Spirit? Why do you kill Love in yourselves?


“How can my doctrine be understood if Love is not in you? I said ‘that you would understand when I sent the Consoler, the Spirit of Truth’. Now I have sent Him to you. I willingly went up onto the Cross to redeem you and prepare the way for the Paraclete. I willingly ascended into Heaven, leaving my Mother, the Only One in whom the Spirit was as in the Father's breast, so full of grace was She. Indeed, in Her was ‘Grace’ itself. I ascended, leaving the men whom I had loved so much, to the point of dying for them by death on the cross, so as to be able to send you Him in whose light everything becomes clear. I continue to send Him to you, to nourish this light with Myself, for I am in the Father and in the Spirit, and They are in Me.”

THE LIGHT, THE WORD, THE LOVE
(Notebooks 1943, p. 129-31)


(Jesus says:)

“Say, ‘Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit’, for it is about Us that I want to speak. Figures have been necessary for your human dullness to conceive the Father and the Spirit, incorporeal beings of infinite beauty, whom you, however, do not conceive with your human senses. To the point that you do not readily turn to Them, with all the fullness of thought, to invoke Them as you invoke Me, whom you conceive of as the God-Man. You thus do not understand even distantly the incomparable mystery of our Trinity.


“To conceive of God, comparisons to created beings must not be made. God is not to be compared. He is. In being there is everything. But being has no body, and the eternal Being has no body.

“Look: God is light. This is the only thing that can still represent 73 July 1, Feast of the Most Precious Blood.

God without being antithetical to his spiritual Essence. The light exists, and yet it is incorporeal. You see it, but you cannot touch it. It exists.


“Our Trinity is light. An unbounded light. The Source of Itself, living by Itself, and acting in Itself. The universe's greatness does not equal its Infinity. Its essence fills the Heavens, glides over Creation, and holds sway over the infernal caverns. It does not penetrate you - that would be the end of Hell - but it overwhelms them with its glowing, which is beatific in Heaven, comforting on earth, and terrifying in Hell. Everything is threefold in Us. Forms, effects, and powers.

“God is light. A vast, majestic, and peaceful light is given by the Father. An infinite circle which has embraced all Creation, since the moment when ‘Let there be light’ was said, until forever and ever, for God, who existed eternally, has been embracing the Creation since it existed, and will continue to embrace all that - in the final form, the eternal one, after the Judgment - will remain of Creation. He will embrace those who are eternal with Him in Heaven.


“Within the eternal circle of the Father there is a second circle, begotten by the Father, working differently and yet not working in contrary fashion, for the Essence is one. It is the Son. His light, more vibrant, not only gives life to bodies, but gives Life to souls that had lost it, by means of his Sacrifice. It is a flood of powerful, gentle rays which nourish your humanity and instruct your mind.

“Within the second circle, produced by the two workings of the first circles, there is a third circle with even more vibrant, inflamed light. It is the Holy Spirit. He is the Love produced by the relations of the Father with the Son, the intermediary between the Two, and a consequence of the Two, the wonder of wonders.


“Thought created the Word, and Thought and the Word love one another. Love is the Paraclete. He acts upon your spirit, your soul, and your flesh. For He consecrates the whole temple of your person, created by the Father and redeemed by the Son, created in the image and likeness of the Triune God. The Holy Spirit is the chrism upon the creation of your person, made by the Father; He is grace to benefit from the Sacrifice of the Son; He is Knowledge and Light to understand the Word of God. A more concentrated Light, not because it is limited in comparison to the others, but because it is the spirit of the spirit of God, and because, in its condensation, it is most powerful, as it is most powerful in its effects.


“That is why I said, ‘When the Paraclete comes, He will instruct you’. Not even I, who am the Father's Thought that has become the Word, can make you understand what the Holy Spirit can make you understand with a single flash.


“If every knee must bend before the Son, before the Paraclete every spirit must bend, for the Spirit gives life to the spirit. It is Love that created the Universe, taught the first Servants of God, spurred the Father to give the Commandments, enlightened the Prophets, conceived the Redeemer with Mary, placed Me on the Cross, sustained the Martyrs, governed the Church, and works wonders of grace.


“A white fire, unbearable for human sight and nature, He concentrates in Himself the Father and the Son and is the incomprehensible Gem, who cannot be gazed upon, of our eternal Beauty. Fixed in the abyss of Heaven, He draws to Himself all the spirits of my triumphant Church, and breathes into Himself those who are able to live by the spirit in the militant Church.

“Our Trinity, our threefold and single nature, is set in a single splendour in that point from which all that is - is generated in an eternal being.

“Say, ‘Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit’.”

 “YOU WILL BE GIVEN THE WORDS”
(Vol. 2, p. 696)


(Jesus tells His apostles He will send them out to evangelize, and they are not to worry about opposition...)

« ... The time will come when you will be as strong as heroes against persecutions, even stronger than heroes, and your heroism, which the world cannot conceive or explain, will be called: “madness”. No, it will not be madness! It will be the identification, through love, of man with the Man-God, and you will be able to do what I have already done. To understand this heroism it will be necessary to see it, study it and judge it from a heavenly level. Because it is something supernatural that is beyond all the limitations of human nature. Kings, the kings of the spirit will be My heroes, for ever kings and heroes…


In those days they will arrest you, laying hands on you, they will drag you before lawcourts, garrison commanders and kings, to judge and condemn you for the great sin, in the eyes of the world, of being the servants of God, the ministers and guardians of Good, the masters of virtue. And for that same reason you will be scourged and punished in many ways and even killed. And you will give testimony of Me to kings, garrison commanders, nations, confessing with your blood that you love Christ, the True Son of the True God.


When you are in their hands, do not worry about what you have to reply, and what you have to say. Do not grieve then for anybody, but for the judge and accusers led astray by Satan to the extent of becoming blind to the Truth. You will be given the words to be spoken at the time. Your Father will put them on your lips, because it is not you who will be speaking to convert people to your Faith and profess the Truth, but it will be the Spirit of the Father Who will speak in you...  »

A MEDITATION ON THE GOSPELS
(Vol. 3, p. 435-6)


(Jesus shows Maria Valtorta an analogy of the episode of the second multiplication of the loaves and fishes, with the workings of the Holy Spirit...)

« ... I give My word. I give everything you can understand and assimilate to nourish your souls. But you have been made so dull by fatigue and inanition, that you cannot assimilate all the nourishment which is in My word. You would need so much of it. But you are not able to receive much. You are so poor in spiritual strength! It burdens you without giving you blood or strength. And the Spirit then works the miracle for you. The spiritual miracle of the multiplication of the Word. It enlightens for you, and thus multiplies all its most secret meanings, so that you can feed on it and thus not collapse, exhausted, along the desert of life, thus you do not have to encumber yourselves with a load that would crush you without strengthening you.


Seven pieces of bread and a few fish!


I preached for three years, and, as My beloved John says, “if all the parables I told and all the miracles I worked were to be written to give you substantial food, capable of taking you as far as the Kingdom, without fainting through weakness, the whole Earth would not suffice to contain all the volumes”...


Love comes and multiplies. He, too, Who is One with Me and the Father, “feels sorry for you who are dying from starvation” and with a miracle that is being repeated throughout centuries, He multiplies twice, ten times, a hundred times the nourishment of each word of Mine. You thus have an infinite treasure of celestial food. It is offered to you by the Charity. Draw from it without fear. The more you draw from it, the more it will grow, as it is the fruit of Love.


... As on the day of Pentecost the Spirit, infused in the apostles, made their word understandable to Parthians, Medians, Scythians, Cappadocians, to the inhabitants of Pontus, to Phrygians, and made it like their mother tongues to Egyptians, Romans, Greeks and Libyans, so it will comfort you when you weep, will advise you when you ask for advice, it will share your joy when you rejoice, through the same Word.


Oh! if the Spirit elucidates to you the sentence: “Go in peace and do not sin”, those words are really a reward for those who have not sinned, they are encouragement for those who are still weak but do not want to sin, they are forgiveness for repentant souls, and mild merciful reproach for those who show only a shadow of repentance. And it is only a sentence. And one of the most simple ones. But how many there are in My Gospel! How many, which, like flower buds after a shower and springtime sunshine, open in large numbers on the branch where there was only one, and cover it all, to the joy of those who admire it.


Rest now. The peace of Love be with you. »

OFFENCES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Vol. 4, p. 45-6)


(Jesus explains a Scripture passage concerning the Holy Spirit, to people from a village near the river Jordan...)

« ... Those who have spoken ill of the Son of man or against Him will ... be forgiven, because I will plead with the Father for their forgiveness, but those who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.


Why that? Because not everybody can understand the extent of Love, its perfect infinity, and see God in a body like the body of every man. The Gentiles, the heathens, cannot believe that through faith, because their religion is not love. Also among us the fearful respect of Israel for Jehovah can prevent people from believing that God has become man, and the humblest of men. It is a fault not to believe Me. But when it is based on excessive fear of God, it is still forgiven. But he cannot be forgiven, who does not yield to the truth shining through My deeds, and denies that the Spirit of Love has kept the promise to send the Saviour at the fixed time, the Saviour preceded and accompanied by the signs foretold.


Those who are persecuting Me are acquainted with the prophets. The prophecies are full of Me. They are acquainted with the prophecies and they know what I do. The truth is evident. But they deny it because they want to deny it. They systematically deny that I am not only the Son of man, but also the Son of God, foretold by the prophets, He Who was born of a Virgin, not by the will of man, but of the Eternal Love, of the Eternal Spirit, Who announced Me so that men could recognise Me. In order to be able to say that the night of the Expectation of the Christ is still enduring, they persist in keeping their eyes closed, so that they may not see the Light which is in the world, and therefore they deny the Holy Spirit, Its Truth and Its Light. And they will be judged more severely than those who do not know. Neither will they be forgiven for saying that I am “Satan”, because the Spirit works divine, not satanic deeds for Me. And they will not be forgiven for driving people to despair, when Love had led them to peace. Because those are all offences against the Holy Spirit. Against this Paraclete Spirit Who is Love and grants love and asks for love, and Who is awaiting My holocaust of love in order to spread out in wise love, illuminating the hearts of My believers. And when that has happened and they will still persecute you, accusing you before magistrates and princes of synagogues and in courts, do not worry about how to defend yourselves. The same Spirit will tell you what to say to serve the Truth and conquer Life for yourselves, just as the Word is giving you what is necessary to enter the Kingdom of eternal Life...  »

THE WRITINGS OF VALTORTA
 (End Times, p. 149)


(Some years later, Jesus tells Maria Valtorta that she did not have the capacity to write what she has written, and that there is no dogmatic error in what He has given to her:)

“If the Spirit has given lights (lights of grace) to light up completely what this or that school in twenty centuries had only lit with one ray in one spot, they should bless God for His grace and not say: ‘But we say otherwise.’


“What is Wisdom? Their servant or their sovereign?


“... They would do well to meditate the page of the Gospel where I, Master of masters, incarnate Wisdom, Word and Truth, say that the sins against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven.


“And in truth this is the work of the Spirit, of the Spirit of God, of the Love of the Father and of the Son, of the Spirit who knows every truth and comes to speak the truth to the people caught in today’s turmoil, in fact turmoils, so they may defend themselves against infernal doctrines.”
A FLAME THAT WILL NEVER GO OUT
(Vol. 5, p. 369-70)


(Lazarus tells Jesus that all will be lost or adulterated when He is gone.  Jesus replies:)

« That will not happen. When the Spirit of the Lord is settled in hearts, it will repeat My words and explain their meaning. It is the Spirit of God Who speaks through the lips of the Christ. Then… Then It will speak to the spirits directly and will recall My words. »


« Oh! I wish that would happen soon! Soon, because they listen so little to Your words and understand them even less. I think that the roaring of the Spirit of God will be as violent as blazing fire, to engrave with violence in the minds of men what they would not accept because it was kind and mild. I think that the flaming Spirit will burn the tepid or torpid consciences with Its fire, writing Your words on them. The world will have to love You! It is the will of the Most High! But when will it happen? »


« When I shall be consumed in the Sacrifice of love. Then Love will come. It will be like the beautiful flame rising from the sacrificed Victim. And that flame will never go out, because the Sacrifice will never end. Once it is accomplished, it will last throughout the time of the Earth. »


« But then… You would really have to be sacrificed so that that may happen? »


« It is so » Jesus makes His usual gesture of adherence to His own destiny. He stretches out His arms with His hands pointed outwards and lowers His head. He then raises it to smile at the distressed Lazarus and says: « But the immaterial voice of the Spirit of love will not be so violent as a roar, but it will be as sweet as love, which is as mild as a Nisan breeze and yet is as strong as death. The ineffable ministry of Love! The complement, the completion of My ministry. The perfection of My ministry as Master… I am not afraid, as you are, that anything of what I have given may be lost. On the contrary, I solemnly tell you that beams of light will be cast on My words, and you will see their spirit. I am going away serenely, because I am entrusting My doctrine to the Holy Spirit, and My spirit to My Father. »

THE LOVE WILL BE WITH ME
(Vol. 5, p. 436)


(It is Tuesday night of the week of Jesus’ Passion and Death.  Jesus is with His apostles, and John is weeping at the knowledge that Jesus is soon to die.  Jesus embraces John, and speaks to all the apostles:)

« I am aware of the unknown torture awaiting Me. Not the one that I will mention to you tomorrow, so that you may know that nothing of what was done or stirred up for Me or around Me, nothing of what was forming in your hearts, was unknown to Me. But the other torture… The one that is given to the Son of Man not by means of lances and clubs, or by means of derision and blows, but by God Himself, and only few people will know how cruel it will be, and even fewer will accept it as possible. But in that torture, in which two will be the main torturers: God with His absence and you, demon, with your presence, the Victim will have the Love with Him. The Love living in the Victim, the main strength of His resistance to the trial, and the Love in the spiritual consoler, who is already flapping his golden wings, full of anxiety to descend and wipe My perspiration, and (He) gathers all the tears of the angels in the heavenly chalice and melts in it the honey of the names of My redeemed and of those who love Me, to mitigate with that potion the great thirst of the Tortured One and His immeasurable bitterness... »

THE TRUTH AND THE WISDOM

(Vol. 5, p. 510-6)


(Jesus tells His apostles about the Holy Spirit, Who will guide them when He is gone...)

« ... Because of your love I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, so that He may remain with you for ever, One against Whom Satan and the World cannot act cruelly, the Spirit of Truth, Whom the world cannot receive or strike, because it cannot see Him and does not know Him. The world will deride Him, but He is so sublime that derision will not be able to offend Him, while being so merciful as to exceed all limits, He will always be with those who love Him, even if they are poor and weak. You will know Him, because He already dwells with you, and will soon be in you ... I want to prepare you Myself for the complete possession of the Truth and Wisdom. But you cannot yet understand or remember. But when the Comforter, the Holy Spirit Whom the Father will send to you in My name, comes to you, then you will be able to understand, and He will teach you everything, and He will remind you of what I told you...


Not one of you has asked Me again: “Where are You going?”. Sadness is making you dumb. And yet My going away is a good thing also for you. Otherwise the Comforter will not come. I will send Him to you. And when He has come, through the wisdom and the words, the deeds and the heroism that He will infuse into You, He will convince the world of its deicide sin, and of justice with regard to My holiness. And a clear cut will divide the world into reprobates, enemies of God, and believers. The latter will be more or less holy, according to their will. But judgement will be passed on the prince of the world and his servants. I cannot tell you more, because you are not yet able to understand. But He, the Paraclete, will give you the whole Truth, because He will not speak as from Himself. But He will tell you everything He heard from the Mind of God, and will announce the future to you... »

THE APOSTLES AND MARIA VALTORTA
(Azariah, p. 264-5)


(Azariah reminds Maria Valtorta of her past, and the limits to her human capacity to love:)

“The Most Holy Lord Jesus, in his discourse at the Supper, having as his table companions men who were still very much men, did not speak of this perfect love. It would not have been understood. Indeed, only with difficulty were they then able to comprehend the love of sacrifice for one’s friends. He left, therefore, to the Spirit Paraclete - to Him who would complete the teaching of the Word by communicating at the same time the capacity to comprehend and assimilate - the task of making this perfection of love understood, limiting Himself, for his part, to giving a hint of it which none of the Eleven understood - the Apostle who had killed Love, unworthy of hearing Love’s last teachings, had already gone off - a hint which no one understands even now, O rare souls for whom the Spirit of Love Himself always makes it comprehensible, a hint not sufficiently meditated upon in the words ‘My commandment is that you love one another as I have loved you’- that is, by dying for his enemies so that they would have life.


“Jesus Most Holy, in speaking to the Eleven, in reality was speaking to the whole world, present and future, to those who loved Him, and those who hated Him... Indeed, He was speaking more to the lukewarm and adversaries than to those who were his, for He was mainly concerned with the redemption of the lukewarm and blameworthy.


“He had also referred to the task of the Holy Spirit in completing the teaching, by saying, ‘I still have many things to tell you which you are not now able to comprehend, but when the Spirit of Truth comes, He will lead you towards all Truth.’


“The direct instruction you have received with your work as a spokeswoman has brought you Him who perfects all affection, and your love has been formed by reaching the complete measure, which is to be able to die even to one’s justified resentments, to be able to sacrifice everything - even the judgement of others, just severity with others - to perfect love...


“Do not fear. The Spirit Consoler will help you to speak when you are questioned. Your Jesus Most Holy has promised: ‘Do not worry about how to respond and what you should say, for at that moment you will be given the words. For it is not you that speak, but the Spirit of your Father.’


“Remain, therefore, in peace. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are with you.


“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME
(Vol. 5, pages 747, 774, 851, 855)


(Jesus has been captured, tortured and crucified, and has risen from the dead.  He appears to His apostles (except the absent Thomas) in the Supper room.  At the conclusion of this manifestation He says:)

« The Father sent Me into the world. I send you into the world to continue My evangelization. All kinds of miseries will come to you asking for relief. Be kind, thinking of your misery when you remained without your Jesus. Be enlightened. It is not possible to see in darkness. Be pure to give purity. Be love, to love. Then He will come, Who is Light, Purification and Love. But in the meantime, to prepare you for your ministry, I communicate the Holy Spirit to you. For those whose sins you forgive, they will be forgiven. For those whose sins you retain, they will be retained. May your experience make you just in judging. May the Holy Spirit make you saints, so that you may sanctify. May your sincere wish to overcome your faults make you heroes for the life expecting you. What is still to be said, I will tell you when your absent companion has come. Pray for him. Remain with My peace and without being upset by doubts about My love. »


And Jesus disappears as He had come in, leaving an empty place between John and Peter...


(At another time when Jesus appears to His apostles, John pleads with Him:)

« O my adored and adorable Jesus, Who have saved us from the original Sin, taking our sins upon Yourself and consuming them in the ardour of Your perfect love, take and consume also our intellects of obstinate Israelites, give us new mentalities, as pure as that of a new-born baby, make us lose our memories, to fill us only with Your wisdom. So many things of the past died on that horrible day. Dead like You. But now that You have risen from the dead, make a new thought come into our minds. Create new hearts and new minds for us, my Lord, and we shall understand You » begs John.


« That task is not for Me, but for Him of Whom I spoke to you at the last Supper. Every word of Mine is lost in the abyss of your thoughts, all or in part, or remains locked and closed in its spirit. Only the Paraclete, when He comes, will draw My words from your abyss and will open them to you, to make you understand the spirit of them. »


« But You have infused Him into us » says the Zealot objectingly.


« But You said that when You had gone to the Father, He, the Spirit of Truth, would come » objects also Matthew with the Zealot.


« Tell Me: when a baby is born, has he a soul infused in him? »


« Of course he has! » they all reply.


« But has that soul the Grace of God? »


« No. There is the Sin of origin on it and it deprives it of Grace. »


« And where do the soul and Grace come from? »


« From God. »


« Why then does God not give man a soul in grace directly? »


« Because Adam was punished, and we in him. But now that You have become the Redeemer, it will be so. »


« No. It will not be so. Men will always be born impure in their souls, that God created and that Adam's inheritance has stained. But, through a rite that I will explain to you another day, the soul infused into man will be vivified by Grace, and the Spirit of the Lord will take possession of it. But you, who were baptised with water by John, will be baptised with Fire by the Power of God. And then the Spirit of God will really be in you. And it will be the Master, Whom men cannot persecute or drive away, and Who in your interior will explain the spirit of My words to you, and many other instructions. I have infused it into you, because only through My merits everything can be obtained and be valid. God can be obtained and the word of a delegate of God can obtain validity. But the Spirit of Truth is not yet in you as Master. »


(Jesus appears to His apostles and disciples on a mountain near Nazareth, and speaks of His future Church.  Peter is the shepherd and pilot, and the Gospel is the compass...)

« My Word is juice that nourishes, makes one grow and yield fruit.


You will do all that in memory of Me, as I taught you. There is still much that I should tell you about what I have now said to you. But I have only sown the seed. The Holy Spirit will make it sprout in you. I wanted to give you the seed Myself, because I know your hearts and I know how you would falter with fear at spiritual immaterial orders. The fear of deceit would paralyse all will in you. So I am the first to speak to you of all things. Then the Paraclete will remind you of My words and will enlarge on them in detail. And you will not be afraid, because you will remember that I gave you the first seed. Allow yourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit. If My hand was kind in guiding you, His Light is very mild. He is the Love of God. So I am going away happy, because I know that He will take My place and will lead you to the knowledge of God. You do not know Him yet, although I have said so much to you about Him. But it is not your fault. You have done everything to understand Me and you are therefore justified, even if in three years you have understood little. The lack of Grace dulled your spirits. Even now you understand little, notwithstanding that the Grace of God descended upon you from My cross. You are in need of the Fire. One day I spoke to one of you about it, while going along the roads near the Jordan.


The hour has come. I am going back to My Father, but I am not leaving you all alone, because I leave you the Eucharist, that is, your Jesus made food for men. And I leave you the Friend: the Paraclete. He will guide you. I pass your souls from My light to His Light, and He will accomplish your formation. »


(A little later, Jesus exhorts them to evangelize all peoples “as far as the boundaries of the world”.  He is asked:)

« And shall we tell them or write all your actions? »


« I have told you. The Holy Spirit will advise you what it is right to say or be quiet about, according to the times. You can see it! What I have done is believed or denied, and at times is used as a weapon against Me, manipulated as it is by hands that hate Me. They have called Me Beelzebub when, as the Master, I worked miracles in the presence of everybody. And what will they say now, when they learn that I have acted in such a supernatural manner? They will curse Me even more. And you would be persecuted before the time. So be silent until it is the time to speak. »

“YOUR SPOUSE IS COMING”

(Vol. 5, p. 864)


(A stately and serene Virgin Mary is sitting and reading in the morning sun.  Jesus appears in resplendent brightness.  They embrace, and Jesus tells His Mother that His stay on Earth is nearly over.  He has come to say a special farewell to Her.  He assures Her that He will leave Her Heart only during the consecration of the Bread and Wine, and will not be separated from Her as He often was on Earth...)

« ... The Love, Who cannot wait, will come upon You in ten days' time. Make Yourself beautiful with Your most beautiful joy, O Virgin Mother, because Your Spouse is coming. Winter is over… the vineyards in blossom shed their scent, and He sings: “Rise, o most beautiful one. Come, My Bride, you will be crowned”. With His Fire He will crown You, o Holy Mother, and will make You happy with His spirit, which will be infused into You with all its magnificence, o Queen of Wisdom, His Queen, Who understood Him since the dawn of Your life and loved Him as no creature in the world ever loved.  Mother. I am ascending to Our Father. Upon You, Blessed Mother, the blessing of Your Son. »


Mary beams with joy in Her ecstasy, in the room that is still bright in the light of Christ.

PREPARING TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Vol. 5, p. 870-1)


(Jesus is about to descend into Heaven.  He tells His assembled apostles and disciples that “Christianity must spread all over the Earth”...)

« ... The Spirit of God will lead you. Be not afraid. For the time being hold the first meeting of the believers in Jerusalem. Then more meetings will take place as their numbers grow. I truly tell you that the citizens of My Kingdom will increase rapidly like seeds sown in very good soil. My people will spread all over the Earth. The Lord says to the Lord: “Because you have done this, and for My sake you have not spared yourself, I will bless you and I will make your descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants shall gain possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the Earth shall be blessed”. My Name, My Sign and My Law are blessings, wherever they are known as sovereigns.


The Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, is about to come and you will be replete with Him. Ensure that you are as pure as everything that is to approach the Lord. I also was Lord like Him. But I had put on a garment over My Divinity to be able to stay among you, and not only to teach you and redeem you with the organs and the blood of that garment, but also to bring the Holy of Holies among men, without it being unbecoming that every man, even an impure one, could lay his eyes on Him, Whom the Seraphim are afraid of looking at. But the Holy Spirit will come without the veil of flesh, and will alight on you and will descend in you with His seven gifts, and will advise you. Now, the advice of God is such a sublime thing, that it is necessary to be prepared for it with a heroic will of a perfection that may make you resemble your Father and your Jesus, and your Jesus in His relationship with the Father and with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, perfect charity and perfect love, in order to be able to understand the Love, and receive Him on the thrones of your hearts.


Get lost in the eddy of contemplation. Strive to forget that you are men, and strive to change into Seraphim. Throw yourselves into the furnace, into the flames of contemplation. The contemplation of God is like a spark that flashes from the friction of steel on flintstone, and gives fire and light. The fire that consumes the opaque and always impure matter, and transforms it into bright and pure flame, is purification.


You will not have the Kingdom of God in you, if you do not have love. Because the Kingdom of God is the Love, and appears with the Love, and through the Love it is established in your hearts in the brightness of a huge light, that penetrates and fecundates, removes ignorance and gives wisdom, devours man and creates the god, the son of God, My brother, the king of the throne that God has prepared for those who give themselves to God, in order to have God, God, God, God alone. So be pure and holy through fervent prayer that sanctifies man, because it plunges him into God's fire, which is charity.


You must be holy. Not in the relative meaning that this word has had so far, but in the absolute meaning that I gave it, as I proposed the Holiness of the Lord as its example and limit, that is, perfect Holiness. Among us the Temple is called holy, holy the place where the altar is, the Holy of Holies the veiled place where the ark and the propitiatory are kept. But I truly tell you that those who possess the Grace, and live in holiness out of love for the Lord, are more holy than the Holy of Holies, because God does not only alight on them, as on the propitiatory that is in the Temple, to give His orders, but He lives in them to give them His love.


Do you remember My words of the Last Supper? I promised you the Holy Spirit. Well, He is about to come to baptise you, not with water, as John did with you, preparing you for Me, but with fire to prepare you to serve the Lord, as He wants you to do. So He will be here, within a few days. And after His coming your capabilities will increase immeasurably, and you will be able to understand the words of your King, and do the deeds that He told you to do, to spread His Kingdom all over the Earth. »

MARY - A MODEL FOR HIS PRESENCE
(Notebooks 1943, p. 79-81)


(Jesus says:)


“In order for the Holy Spirit to be able to descend and work freely in a heart, one must cultivate in oneself charity, faithfulness, purity, prayer, and humility.


“My Apostles prepared for his coming with these virtues, joined to an intense recollection. In order to learn the latter, as also to learn the other virtues, they had only to look at Mary, my Mother. In Her the spirit of recollection was most intense. Even in the occupations of life, She knew She was living recollected in God, and her great joy was to be able to seclude Herself in contemplation, silence, and solitude.


“God can speak everywhere. But his Word reaches you, mortals, whose capacities for reception are limited, much better when you are able to be in solitude than when around you your neighbor speaks, moves about, and often gets worked up about paltry human things. It is a twofold merit and a twofold grace if you are able to hear God even in the midst of the tumult. But also a twofold, threefold exertion...


“Mary Most Holy was able to come out of meditation, out of prayer, out of sweet conversations with God, without losing her calm - and you can imagine what heights they reached - and occupy Herself with her neighbor without losing sight of God and without letting her neighbor grasp that She was disturbed. Let Mary be your model.


“Even in prayer my Apostles had only to look at Mary to learn how to pray to obtain things from God. And so it is for all the other virtues needed to prepare the descent of the Paraclete. Now, too, the more a spirit is prepared to receive Him, the more forcefully the Consoler descends.


“Mary, full of grace, had no need for any preparation. But She has given you the example. She is your Mother, and mothers are the living example for their children. Mary was already full of the Holy Spirit. She was his Spouse and knew all the secrets of her Spouse. But in Mary nothing was to appear different from others... Mary also received the Holy Spirit in a manifest form. Even the greatest souls must follow the way which all follow - I mean in external manifestations - without peculiarities, without putting on poses which are nothing but acts of pride cloaked in hypocritical humility. Always simplicity so that the Spirit will come to you with pleasure. And then to be able to keep the Holy Spirit with the most intense purity. He does not stay where there is impurity. Finally, faithfulness to his inspirations.


“He is, so to speak, the eternal and divine Apostle who tirelessly preaches the doctrine of Christ to souls, who illuminates and explains it for you. But if He is badly received, if the doors of hearts are shut before Him, if He is received with wrath, He does what I said to my Apostles: He goes off, and his peace returns to Him while you are left without it.


“God does not impose Himself except in special cases. He is always ready to intervene to help you. But from you He wants the desire to receive Him, the will to heed Him, the courage to follow Him, the generosity to confess Him. Then He embraces, penetrates, relieves, ignites, and deifies you; He makes your poor animal nature change into an entirely spiritual one, he makes you godlike, and, like an eagle in flight, bears you on high, into the realms of Light, into regions of purity, drawing you near to the Sun of charity and warming you with it, until He opens to you the gates of his Kingdom for an eternity of blessedness.”

OBEDIENCE AND PRAYER
(Azariah, p. 128-9, 131)


(It is Pentecost Sunday, and Azariah tells Maria Valtorta how the promised Pentecost was preceded by a preparation of obedience and prayer...)

“... to make the poor Apostles into great Apostles, ‘to baptise them with fire,’ as Jesus had predicted to them so that they would be cleansed of their dullness, and, more spirit than flesh, be able to plunge into the Fire and spread it everywhere, setting the whole world aflame with it. The Spirit well knew what He was accomplishing at that moment. He was carrying out the transformation of hearts. And He was changing them from hearts of men into ‘voices’ of God.


“That’s it. The Spirit carries out these operations. He takes the nothingness that is able to love, that is obedient, that is faithful, that speaks to God in confident prayer, and invests it with Himself, transforms it, makes it an instrument of God.


“‘You will carry out a new creation,’ it is said. Yes, He performs the recreation of man as an instrument, so that the instrument’s good will, when joined to Love, will supercreate the holy.


“And observe: the First Person rose up and commanded, ‘Let there be Light.’ The Third says, ‘Let there be Love.’ The First commanded, ‘Let there be man,’ and the Third, ‘Let there be holiness.’ The First cried to Lucifer, ‘Be accursed.’ The Third sets hatred to flight with the splendour of Love...


“Every soul, to deserve Love, must, with its own free will, want Love and must maintain itself worthy of Love, by obedience and unwearying prayer. If it did not do so, the descent of the Holy Spirit would be in vain, for in descending, He could not make his dwelling there, and would swiftly ascend again to Heaven, leaving aridity, cold, darkness, and silence where there might have been fruitfulness, warmth, light, and divine lessons.


“But if this is for all the faithful, for the instruments it is even more so. The Apostles were changed from men into voices of God, through the work of the Paraclete, and their own preparation in obedience and prayer. Those called to a special mission - and every call is a test, it is not yet a sure and immutable election - are transformed into ‘voices’ by the work of Love, and their own preparation in obedience and prayer... It is their obedience, their speaking with God, their obeying the commands of God which makes them what they are...


“The day before yesterday, in an intimate lesson, I explained to you that even what your mind does not comprehend, because it is not nourished with theological notions, works spiritual transformations in you, for the soul, without the knowledge of your intellect itself, which cannot follow it, in being ignorant of theological notions, absorbs the juice of the lessons you receive and is nourished by them. Just let your brain, as you say, hear nothing but the external and incomprehensible sound of so many profound lessons. There is a part of you, the best part, which is nourished by them all the same, truthfully. And this has more value than if you, with your intellect, were able to analyse and grasp every word, but that analysis remains a cold study of the mind, and not bread and fire of the spirit.


“Many are the learned, but few are those who join justice to learning. And why? Because they know what God is, but they do not want to take this knowledge from the brain to the heart, to the spirit...


“(Jesus) takes you to the breeze of Pentecost when the last peal of the Easter bells is fading out. Nor are fifty days excessive to prepare to receive the Spirit, the Fire that consumes only what is useless, but that, to be received, as a sanctifier and agent, needs a spirit prepared like a cenacle - silent, isolated, perfumed with obedience and prayer.


“Then the Pentecost opens its seven rivers and gives light and spiritual vitality, nourishes the soul with its gifts, and makes it fit to receive the septiform fruits, for which the Spirit deposits the seed that the soul’s good will brings to maturation...”

THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
(Vol. 5, p. 882-6)


(The apostles and Mary are gathered in the room of the Last Supper...)

... The large table used for the Supper has been pushed against the third wall, and between them and the wall, and also at the two narrower sides of the table, they have placed the couch-seats used for the Supper, and also the stool that Jesus used for the Washing of feet. But the couch-beds are not vertical to the table, as they were for the Supper, but parallel to it, so that the apostles can sit down without occupying all of them, and they have left one, the only one placed vertically to the table, all for the Blessed Virgin, Who is at the centre of the table, in the place that Jesus occupied at the Supper.


There are no table-cloths or tableware on the table, there is nothing on the sideboards, and the ornaments have been taken off the walls. Only the chandelier in the centre is lit, but only one flame is lit, the other small flames on the circle, forming a corolla to the strange chandelier, are out.


The windows are closed and barred with heavy metal bars placed across them. But a sunbeam penetrates boldly through a tiny hole, and like a long thin needle it descends on the floor, forming a round spot of sunshine.


The Blessed Virgin, sitting all alone on Her seat, has Peter and John at Her sides, on their seats, Peter on Her right, John on Her left hand side. Matthias, the new apostle, is between James of Alphaeus and Thaddeus. In front of Her, Our Lady has a large low chest of dark wood, which is closed. Mary is dressed in deep blue. Her hair is covered with a white veil, over which is placed the edge of Her mantle. All the others are bare-headed.


Mary is reading slowly in a loud voice. But as the light that arrives there is very faint, I think that rather than read She is repeating by heart the words written on the scroll that She is holding spread out. The others follow Her in silence, meditating. Now and again they reply, when it is appropriate.


Mary's face is transfigured by an ecstatic smile. I wonder what She sees, that is capable of inflaming Her eyes, like two clear stars, and make Her ivory cheeks blush, as if a rosy flame reflected on Her! She is really the mystic Rose…


The apostles bend forward, sitting a little sideways, to see Her face, while She smiles so gently and reads, and Her voice sounds like the song of an angel. And Peter is so deeply moved that two large tears fall from his eyes, and stream down along wrinkles on both sides of his nose, to get lost in the thicket of his grey beard. But John reflects the virginal smile and is inflamed like Her with love, while he follows with his eyes what the Virgin is reading on the scroll, and, when he hands Her a new scroll, he looks and smiles at Her.


The reading is over. Mary's voice stops. The rustling of the parchments rolled and unrolled comes to an end. Mary concentrates in secret prayer, joining Her hands on Her breast and leaning Her head on the chest. The apostles imitate Her…


A very loud and harmonious roar, that resembles the wind and the harp, as well as human singing and the sound of a perfect organ, suddenly resounds in the silence of the morning. It comes near, more and more harmonious and loud, and with its vibrations it fills the Earth, propagates them and impresses them on the house, on the walls, on the furniture. The flame of the chandelier, so far immobile in the peace of the closed room, flickers as if a wind were blowing, and the little chains of the chandelier tinkle, vibrating under the wave of the supernatural sound that strikes them.


The apostles raise their heads frightened, and as that most beautiful rumble, in which are all the loveliest notes that God gave the Heavens and the Earth, approaches them more and more, some stand up ready to run away, some crouch on the floor covering their heads with their hands and mantles, or beat their breasts asking God to forgive them, some press against Mary, too frightened to keep the reserve they always have for the Most Pure Mother. Only John is not frightened, because he sees the bright peace of joy that is accentuated on the face of Mary, Who raises Her head, smiling at a thing known to Her alone, and Who then slides down on Her knees opening Her arms, and the two blue wings of Her mantle so opened stretch out on Peter and John, who have imitated Her, kneeling down. But all this, which took me some minutes to describe, has taken place in less than one minute.


And then the Light, the Fire, the Holy Spirit enters, with a last melodious loud noise, in the form of a very shining burning globe, into the closed room, without any door or window being moved, and remains hovering for a minute over Mary's head, about three palms above Her head, which is now uncovered, because Mary, upon seeing the Fire Paraclete, has raised Her arms to invoke Him, and has thrown Her head back with a cry of joy, with a smile of boundless love. And, after that moment in which all the Fire of the Holy Spirit, all the Love, is collected in His Spouse, the Most Holy Globe splits into thirteen canorous very bright flames, of so bright a light that no earthy comparison can describe, and it descends to kiss the forehead of each apostle.


But the flame that descends upon Mary is not a tongue of a straight flame on Her forehead that it kisses, but it is a crown that embraces and encircles the virginal head like a wreath, crowning as Queen the Daughter, the Mother, the Spouse of God, the Incorruptible Virgin, the Wholly Beautiful, the Eternally Loved, the Eternally Maiden Whom nothing can humiliate, and in nothing, Whom sorrow had aged but Who has revived in the joy of the Resurrection, sharing with Her Son an accentuation of beauty and freshness of bodies, of looks, of vitality… having already an advance of the beauty of Her glorious Body received into Heaven to be the flower of Paradise.


The Holy Spirit makes His flames shine round the head of His Beloved. Which words does He speak to Her? Mystery! Her blessed face is transfigured with supernatural joy, and smiles with the smiles of Seraphim, while blissful tears shine like diamonds on the cheeks of the Blessed Virgin, struck as they are by the Light of the Holy Spirit.


The Fire remains so for some time… Then it vanishes… In memory of its descent there remains a fragrance that no earthly flower can exhale… The Perfume of Paradise…


The apostles collect themselves… Mary remains in Her ecstasy. She only folds Her arms across Her breast, closes Her eyes, lowers Her head… Her conversation with God continues… insensible to everything… No one dare disturb Her.


John, pointing at Her, says: « She is the altar. And the Glory of the Lord has rested on Her glory… »


« Yes. Let us not upset Her joy. But let us go and preach the Lord and let His works and His words be known to peoples » says Peter with supernatural impulsiveness.


« Let us go! Let us go! The Spirit of God is burning in me » says James of Alphaeus.


« And it is urging us to act. All of us. Let us go and evangelize the peoples. »


They go out as if they were pushed or attracted by a wind or by a vigorous force...


(After this vision, Jesus comments...)

« ... The Work is finished. And with its end, with the descent of the Holy Spirit, ends the Messianic cycle, that My Wisdom has enlightened from its dawning: the Immaculate Conception of Mary, to its setting: the descent of the Holy Spirit. All the Messianic cycle is the work of the Spirit of Love, for those who see properly. It was therefore right to begin it with the mystery of the Immaculate Conception of the Spouse of the Love, and finish it with the seal of the Fire Paraclete on the Church of Christ.


The revealed works of God, of the Love of God, end with Pentecost. From then onwards the intimate mysterious work of God continues in His believers, united in the Name of Jesus in the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church; and the Church, that is, the assembly of the believers - shepherds, sheep and lambs - can proceed without erring because of the continuous spiritual operation of the Love, the Theologian of theologians, He Who forms the true theologians, that is, those who are lost in God and have God in themselves - the life of God in them through the direction of the Spirit of God that guides them - that is, those who really are the “children of God” according to the concept of Paul...  »

INTO THE HEAD OF MAN
(Azariah, p. 93-6)


(Azariah says to Maria Valtorta:)

“... Let us meditate on the teachings of Peter, who can speak as a master, both because of his human experience, and because he was instructed by the Word and enlightened by the Spirit Paraclete so that he could be the perpetual teacher of the Apostolic Church.


“Simon of Jonah, of Capernaum, Cephas of Our Lord Jesus, can speak to men as a man who wanted and was able to become an Apostle, and as an Apostle upon whom the Pentecostal Flame descended, to consecrate him to the perfect teaching.


“Have you ever meditated, O soul of mine, on the symbol of that tongue of fire which - you have seen it - rested upon each of the Apostles’ heads while it crowned the All-Holy Woman with a wreath? I want to have you comprehend it.  You are generally told: in the form of a flame to be perceptible to the Apostles and to signify love and light. Yes, that too - but not that alone.


“The Paraclete could have - and it would have sufficed - come in the ‘great gush of wind’ and penetrated into the Cenacle - where the Eucharistic Rite had already been fulfilled: the donation of the God made Flesh to his faithful, so that He would be in them even after the separation, and they would not be deserted by their beloved Master; He could have penetrated and remained, a globe of marvellous splendour to enlighten the minds which had to speak to the world of the True God, and of his Christ.


“But the Paraclete did not limit Himself to that.  He, too, like the Incarnate Word, broke and gave Himself, in a Communion, in an outpouring and donation of his gifts of Wisdom, Intelligence, Counsel, Science, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of God, just as Jesus had given Himself in Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity.  And since, notwithstanding the sanguinary, most holy lavacre in the Blood of the Lamb, which had cleansed their souls but had not destroyed their humanity - which had to struggle on its own and evolve towards perfect spirituality - their humanity remained heavy and dull even after the Resurrection, Ineffable Love, the Creator together with the Father and the Son - for the Union and Will of the Three who love one another divinely are unseparable - wanted to create the new apostolic man, when the Father in due course had already created him for life and the Son for Grace.  The Paraclete, acting upon these two creations, wanted to complete and perfect them, burning up the heaviest, most poisonous dross remaining in the apostolic man, located in the head, where the five senses are joined together at the service of material sensuality, where the organ is enclosed, presiding over sensations and transmitting them to the most remote organs, and where the agent of thought is. The head: the apex of man, the only animal that stands erect, almost as if to testify to his regality, and who, on account of his erectness, seems to symbolise the fact that, as the sun reigns longer on summits, and the bolts of natural electricity descend, so he, the summit of creation, gathers in upon himself the divine Sun, and receives the supernatural, marvellous commands and comforts of his Father who is in Heaven.


“But into the head, sometimes, and too often, informed with heavy slabs of threefold sensuality, the Divine Sun and the Father’s messages cannot enter while the corrupt fumes of corporate humanity rise up.


“He, the Most Holy Master, has said, ‘It is from the heart that evil thoughts, homicides, thefts, adulteries, fornications, false witnesses, envies, and blasphemies come.’ And they rise up, like smoke from a malodorous brazier, to the head, producing disturbing thoughts which are transmitted to the executive organs...


“... God often pours Himself out with (extraordinary) gifts. He seldom persists, for He is put to flight by... pride, deceit, and spiritual sensuality of the creature benefited...


“In the Apostles, that was not to happen. In the son of Darkness, in the wretched deicide Judas, the gift of miracles had initiated the Apostle’s ruin. But in the twelve destined to evangelise the world, there were not to be any more ruins. And behold the Spirit of his Pentecostal Communion, burning and purifying the seat of sense and thought: the heads of the apostolic men, while He crowned with love the head of the Virgin, his Spouse, and drew close to kiss with the only kiss worthy of the Most Blessed Virgin Mother, the one who was All-Grace, Daughter, Spouse, and Mother of Grace, Mary, Queen of the Apostles and of the Church on Earth, Queen of the Angels in Heaven. Alleluia!...”
MARY’S ASSUMPTION, AND THE ETERNAL LOVE
(Vol. 5, p. 942)

(Mary comments on Her Assumption, the time when She longed for nothing else but to possess God...)

« ... Endeavour, o Christians, to arrive at such total love. Let all earthly things be of no value. Aim only at God. When you are rich in this poverty of desire, which is an immeasurable wealth, God will bend over your spirits, to teach them first, to take them later, and you will ascend with them to the Father, to the Son, to the Holy Spirit, to know them and love them for the blessed eternity, and to possess their riches of graces for your brothers. Men are never so active for their brothers as when they are no longer among them, but they are lights reunited to the Divine Light.


The approach of the Eternal Love had the sign that I expected. Everything became devoid of light and colour, voice and presence, in the brightness and the Voice that, descending from Heaven, open to My spiritual sight, were coming down upon Me to take My soul. People say that I would have rejoiced at being assisted, in that hour, by My Son. But My sweet Jesus was indeed present with the Father when the Love, that is the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Eternal Trinity, kissed Me for the third time in My life, with a kiss so powerfully divine that My soul exhaled, becoming lost in contemplation, like a drop of dew absorbed by the sun in the calyx of a lily. And I ascended with My spirit singing hosannas to the feet of the Three, Whom I had always worshipped...  »

A SECOND KISS OF LOVE FOR MARY
(Notebooks 1943, p. 585-6)


(Mary says:)


“When the Spirit of the Lord descended to invest the twelve assembled in the Cenacle with his Power, He poured Himself upon me as well. But if for all of them it was a knowledge which made them aware of the Third Person and of his divine gifts, for me it was only a more intense rediscovery. For all of them He was a flame; for me He was a kiss.


“He, the Eternal Paraclete, had already been my Spouse for thirty-four years, and his Fire had so possessed and penetrated me as to make my whiteness the body of a Mother. After the divine marriage He had also left me filled with Himself, nor could He add Perfection to Perfection, for God cannot increase Himself, being most perfect and unsurpassable in his measure and having given Himself to me without limit, to make my womanly flesh something so holy, as to be able to become a dwelling place for the Divine One, who was descending to incarnate Himself in me.


“But now that the work of his self-giving to me and of mine to Him had been fulfilled, and our Son had returned to Heaven after having accomplished all, He was coming back to give me his kiss of thanks.


“Oh, how much God teaches you about gratitude! He, my Lord, did not fail to be grateful to his Servant, who had been the instrument at his service, and, while it was I who, with every heartbeat, repeated, ‘Holy, holy, holy and blessed are You, sublime Lord’, He was leaving Heaven a second time to renew his embrace as the Spouse, and, between the burning and the voice of the divided Flame, promise Me the third union without end in the blessed dwelling of Heaven.


“And Heaven was then my goal more than ever, for, when Love has been savoured and savoured anew, sun and earth, creatures and things disappear from before our eyes, and there remains only one sight, one taste, one desire: God. To possess God not momentarily, but in an eternal present.”

THE TRUE AUTHOR OF THE GOSPEL
(Vol. 5, p. 950-1)


(In His commentary in the concluding pages of The Poem, Jesus says:)

« ... In the evening of the Last Supper, I said to the Eleven who loved Me: "When the Comforter comes, He will remind you of everything I told you". When I spoke I always bore in mind, in addition to those who were present, all those who would be My disciples in spirit, and with truth and a will to want. The Holy Spirit, Who already with His Grace instils the faculty of remembering God into you, freeing souls from the hebetude of the Original Sin and relieving them of the obscurities that, because of the sad inheritance of Adam, envelop the brightness of the spirits created by God to enjoy His sight and spiritual knowledge, completes His work of Master by “reminding” the hearts of those who are led by Him and who are the children of God, of what I said, and which constitutes the Gospel. To remind here means to enlighten the spirit of it. Because it is nothing to remember the words of the Gospel if its spirit is not understood.


And the spirit of the Gospel, which is love, can be made understood by the Love, that is, by the Holy Spirit, Who, as He has been the true Writer of the Gospel, is also its only Commentator, because only the Author of a work knows the spirit of it and understands it, even if he does not succeed in making its readers understand it. But where a human author fails, because every human perfection is rich in deficiencies, the Most Perfect and Wise Spirit succeeds. So only the Holy Spirit, the author of the Gospel, is also He Who remembers and comments and completes it in the inmost parts of the souls of God's children.


“The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send you in My Name, will teach you everything, will remind you of everything I told you”. (John, 14:26).


“When that Spirit of Truth comes, He will teach you all the truth: because He will not speak by Himself, but will say everything He has heard and will announce you the future. He will glorify Me, because He will take what is Mine and will announce it to you. Everything the Father has is Mine; that is why I said that He will receive what is Mine and will announce it to you”. (John 16:13-14-15).


Then if you object that, as the Holy Spirit is the true Author of the Gospel, one fails to understand why He did not remember what is mentioned in this work, and what John makes one understand did happen, in the last words that close his Gospel, I reply to you that the thoughts of God are different from those of men, and are always just and not liable to criticism.


Further: if you object that the revelation was closed with the last Apostle, and there was nothing further to add, because the same Apostle says in Revelation: “If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him every plague mentioned in the book” (22:18) and that can be understood for all the Revelation, the last completion of which is the Revelation by John, I reply to you that with this work no addition was made to revelation, but only the gaps, brought about by natural causes and by supernatural will, were filled in. And if I wanted to take pleasure in restoring the picture of My Divine Charity, as a restorer of mosaics does replacing the tesserae damaged or missing, reinstating the mosaic in its complete beauty, and I have decided to do it in this century in which Mankind is hurling itself towards the Abyss of darkness and horror, can you forbid Me from doing so?


Can you perhaps say that you do not need it, you whose spirits are dull, weak, deaf to the lights, voices and invitations from Above?


You ought really to bless Me for increasing with new lights the light that you have, and that is no longer sufficient for you “to see” your Saviour. To see the Way, the Truth and the Life, and feel that spiritual emotion of the just of My time rise in you, attaining, through this knowledge, a renewal of your spirits in love, that would be your salvation, because it is an ascent towards perfection...  »

THE SPIRIT OF GOD PRAYS IN YOU,

AND THROUGH YOU
(Azariah, p. 304-5)


(Azariah speaks of the times of darkness, when the Church appears to be overcome by Satan...)

“Light seems to grow dark and Death comes. Corruption spreads and overflows with its burdensome waves. Fear not. It’s what’s needed to arouse the drowsy and make them desirous of voices from on high. Struggle is useful to keep the athlete strong. The nausea of corruption prompts the desire for what is pure. Darkness spurs people to seek the light. Materiality, when pushed to fearful limits, generates a stimulus towards spirituality.


“Humanity, seized like a ball by Satan because it has fallen asleep in the midst of epochs without religious struggles, and flung into the mire without scorn, in reaction to the blow, will rebound towards the heights. The era of the spirit will come after this time of Materiality. The era of Light will return after the current obscurantism. The era of Life will succeed the almost mortal agony. The era of God will arise to be a force in the final struggle. The era of God will reign over that of Satan.


“On your feet, O Christians, in the fullness of your charity for God, for the Church, for your neighbour, for yourselves. God the Father sent you his Son and your Brother through the Mother, so that He would be Master and Redeemer, and you would be children of God. And since you are children, God has infused the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, and through you He cries out, ‘Abba! Father!’


“Man, even the most perfect man, would never be able to pray with that loving violence which obtains miracles, all miracles. And so it is, then, that the Spirit of God prays in you, through you, to obtain what is useful and necessary for you, and what, as holy, is suitable for sanctifying you. It is always the Spirit of God that, enclosed in the hearts of the faithful, asks and cries out with ineffable moans: ‘Abba! Father!’


“And He says it through you. What, then, are you afraid of, if you can call God ‘Father’? If the Spirit of God Himself says it through you, thus confessing that you may call yourselves children of the Father, that you are children of God? If the Spirit Himself, whom God loves infinitely, for He is God, prays and calls out through you?


“Courage, then, and do not be afraid of the things that pass. Fear not...”

THE SPIRIT OF THE WORD
(Azariah, p. 325)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta, a Victim Soul whom He calls his little John:)

“I told you a long time ago - you ... suffered to a degree that I alone knew - that every Gospel passage and episode is a mine of teachings. Do you remember? I had shown you the second multiplication of bread, and had told you that, as with a few fish and a few pieces of bread I was able to feed the crowds, in the same way your spirits will be limitlessly fed by the few passages which are reported in the Four Gospels. Indeed, an incalculable number of men have been feeding on them for twenty centuries. And I, now, through my little John, have given an increase in episodes and words, because starvation is truly about to consume spirits, and I have mercy on them. But for twenty centuries, bread and fish have also been coming to men from those few episodes in the Four Gospels, so that they will become satiated, and there will still be some left over. All of this is done by the Holy Spirit, who is the teaching Master, seated on the cathedra of Gospel instruction.


“‘When the Paraclete comes, He will instruct you concerning all truth, and teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said,’ teaching the true spirit of every word - and not the word in itself - which gives life to the spirit. The word not understood is a useless sound. It is not understood when it is just a term, a noise, not ‘life, a seed of life , a spark, and a source’ which sinks in roots, sets aflame, washes, and nourishes...”

FROM JOHN THE APOSTLE
(Notebooks 1943, p. 606-7)


(The Apostle says:)
​
“John to the little John.297 After the Master and the Mother, I am also speaking to give you a spiritual teaching.


“To be among the beloved, it is necessary to do what I did through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Absolute faithfulness, which accepts everything without hesitation or debate. Purity in spirit, in mind, in flesh. Heroic charity...

“My word for you, disciple, is the same as the one I said to the disciples long ago:


“Love. From love there come light, life, hope, faith, constancy, fortitude, and justice. Everything comes from love. Those who possess love, possess the Spirit of God. And those who possess the Spirit of God have in themselves the seven founts which annul the seven sins impeding Life in God.

“In the Darkness holding sway, bear in yourself the inflamed Light of the world. You will obtain the possession of Heaven for yourself.


“May the peace of Christ always be with you.”

MAY THE FIRE SET YOU AFLAME
(Notebooks, p. 601-2)


(It is Christmas Day, 1943.  The Eternal Spirit says to Maria Valtorta:)

“I am Love. I do not have292 my own voice because my Voice is in the whole creation and beyond the creation. Like the ether, I spread through all that is; like fire, I inflame; like blood, I circulate.


“I am in every word of Christ, and flower on the lips of the Virgin. I purify the mouths of the prophets and saints and make them luminous. I am He who inspired things before they existed, for it is my power that, like a heartbeat, moved the creative thought of the Eternal.


“Through Christ all things have been made, but all things have been made by Myself, Love, for it is I that with my secret power moved the Creator to work the miracle.


“I was when nothing was, and I shall be when only Heaven remains.


“I am the inspirer of the creation of man, to whom the world was given for his delight, the world in which, from the oceans to the stars, from the Alpine peaks to the stems, my seal is present.


“I shall be the one to place on the lips of the last man the supreme invocation: ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’


“I am the One who, to placate the Father, infused the idea of the Incarnation and descended, as a creative fire, to make Myself an embryo in the immaculate womb of Mary, and ascended, made Flesh, onto the Cross, and from the Cross, to Heaven again, to 292 The writer adds to the line: '(or I do not use)".

make the new alliance between God and man in a ring of love, as, in an embrace of love, I had clasped the Father and the Son, generating the Trinity.


“I am He who speaks without words, everywhere and in every doctrine originating in God, He who without touch, opens eyes and opens ears to hear the supernatural, He who without a command, draws you from the death of life, to Life in the Life which knows no limit.


“The Father is upon you; the Son is in you; but I, the Spirit, am in your spirits and sanctify you with my presence.


“Seek Me wherever there is love, faith, and wisdom. Give Me your love. The fusion of love with Love creates Christ in you and bears you back into the Father's breast.


“I have spoken today, which is the advent of Love on Earth, my highest manifestation, the one from which redemption and Pentecostal infusion come to the Earth.


“May my Fire dwell in you and set you aflame, recreating you for God, in God, and through God, the Eternal Lord, to whom all praise should be given, in Heaven and on Earth.”

o   o   0   o   o
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